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Introduction to the Concepts of Gihwa (581kt) and Jori (F3I£)

Donghak Thought and Daesoon Thought present gihwa and jori as core concepts explaining the generation and change, order and
harmony of all things in the universe. These two concepts are key to understanding the character and worldview of each thought.

Gihwa (5@1k) Jori (FE3E)

+ The principle of the generation and change of all things in the universes The principle that establishes order and harmony in the universe
+ In Donghak Thought, symbolizes the vitality of Heaven and Earth In Daesoon Thought, a key principle of control and mediation

+ "Naeyu-sinnyeong oeyu-gihwa (RBETHE S B R 1L)" — the divine spiit'\Chbon\gihgiiyoitgdnyongji jori-ganggi (KA AR Z
FHEEMAZ)" — Heaven, Earth, and humanity act in harmony

+ Emphasizes dynamic energy and the creative principle + Emphasizes principle (3£) and law, granting order

+ The fundamental life-force that enables the generation and circulationsofLatikgdrigsthe mediating role of 'Earth ()" in Yin-Yang and the Five
Phases

Gihwa and jori center respectively on gi (), which symbolizes dynamism and creativity, and yi (¥£), which
symbolizes order and harmony; this reveals the difference in worldview between Donghak Thought and Daesoon

Thought.
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The Concept of Gihwa (5&1E) in Donghak Thought

Donghak Thought, founded by Suun (Choe Je-u), explains the flow of Heaven and Earth and of the universe through gihwa (5&1t), valuing it as the
fundamental energy of the life-force. Donghak broke away from the traditional theory of Yi and Gi (¥£5R i®%) to emphasize the dynamism and practicality
of gi (R).

The core concept of gihwa — Naeyu-sinnyeong, oeyu-gihwa

L

*

L

The flow of Heaven and Earth and the fundamental energy of the life-force The divine spirit (T#28) within, gihwa (3R1t) without

Thinking centered on gi (&) rather than the traditional theory of Yi ane @he dual aspect of Cheonju (X =) — both personal and impersonal,

transcendent and immanent
Values practical life-force and dynamism

"Dogijangjon sabulip (BREFIBAA)" — when the energy of the D30 2R8 Draes.cl,z%%/lihcea}rleﬂcl) gfdpner spirituality and outer energy

+ Ashared energy mediating between person and person, self and other

Expressed through the masculine concept of 'jigi (£5R.) » An Eastern trait that, unlike Western religion, emphasizes the divine

spirit of gihwa

"Western teaching lacks the divine spirit of gihwa, and its learning lacks the teaching of Cheonju"

— Suun's critique of Western
teaching in the Nonhangmun

Through the concept of gihwa (5&1t), Donghak Thought offered a critique of material modern civilization and an
alternative vision of the future. Early Donghak aimed at a short-term, external, and social Gaebyeok, which later
became the foundation of Korean new-religious thought.
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The Concept of Jori (FAXE) in Daesoon Thought

In Daesoon Thought, jori (FEXE) is a core principle of the workings of the universe, signifying the mediation, order, and harmony
effected by the transcendent Heaven. It is a concept contrasting with the gihwa (5&.1t) of Donghak Thought.

RAMA OfZ AEMIC HHF L2 BEFERE

Heavenly use (X ), earthly use (# ), and human use (A F) evenly order the guiding principles (#%2) and thereby govern Heaven
and Earth; this is called the means of creative transformation (3i&1t.).

Harmony with the realm of divine beings (ii#BH 5fhe mediating role of Earth (X)

+ Emphasizes the role of jori (FHXE) by the transcendent Heaven that madeitéimdaeranihtbauive RieeemEarth (L) is the mediator positioned at the center

« Forms a view of the earthly realm (1 5L #}) harmonized by the realm of diirte Ieéraphasized as the center of principle

«+ Irwol musa chi manmul (B B #EFAEE ) — the sun and moon govers dlihehvimgs it Frott etdtiatieprinciple of cheonwon-jibang (X El##:75, round Heaven and

square Earth)

» The practicality of yi (¥£) applied to everyday things (H FAZ4))

Th aning of the Oju (L) as the fluid essenc &) of Heaven Earth
* Lin st e inc usweness T:gersny, ang chnamlsm 0 { $e/I:ategory of yi ?@) with the character of Earth (=) Grants a substantive world order

+ through divine beings

Unlike Donghak's masculine concept of 'gi (5&)', Daesoon Thought emphasizes the resolution of grievance according to
the feminine mind and principle. Through "Jinsim gyeonsu bokseonrae ( E/0E25F i@ 5 2R)", it shows a difference in
valuing the role of the mind over "Dogijangjon (B R KF)".
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Comparison of the Concept of Yi (3£)

Donghak Thought and Daesoon Thought show a marked difference in their understanding and emphasis of the
concept of 'yi (3£)'. This difference clearly reveals the worldview and fundamental approach of the two thoughts.

Yi (32£) in Donghak Thought Yi (3£) in Daesoon Thought

Breaks from the existing theory of Yi and Gi to emphasize the priority of gi (581) Emphasizes the substantiality of yi (¥£) grounded in
. Mugeuk-Taegeuk (ZEE A 1) .

"Dogijangjon sabulip (BSRKFEIBTAN)" — values the co-existence of ¢th&IDsovagyezinsu bokseonrae (E /0B 5Fiig 5 3R)" — values the
feminine mind and principle

Values dynamism and life-force over the substantiality of 'yi (¥2)' . Yi (3#) is the practical norm applied to everyday things

Focuses on critiquing material modern civilization and offering an alternatifle™ M B ARFEATEE IE R M BUE TOAMEE CUR" — explains

) ) the relation between Earth (1) and the mind
+ Oriented toward a short-term, external, and social Gaebyeok
+ Oriented toward a long-term, religious Gaebyeok effected by divine

"Western teaching lacks the divine spirit of gihwa, and its learning lacks the tei@‘iﬁ‘%sof Cheonju"
"IEES MR ABILE R TR A ASYZE" (though vi
is lofty and arises from Mugeuk-Taegeuk, it never departs from
everyday things)

By linking the concept of yi (E£) with the concept of 'Earth ()" in Yin-Yang and the Five Phases and thereby revitalizing it, Daesoon Thought
was able to present a more concrete Indigenous Modernity than Donghak Thought, which leaned toward the concept of 'gihwa (5&1t)".
Where Donghak emphasizes the masculine 'jigi', Daesoon emphasizes the resolution of grievance according to the feminine mind and

principle.
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Integration of Eastern and Western God-Human Relationships

Donghak and Daesoon Thought present a perspective that integrates the traditional Eastern view of the divine with the Western view. In
particular, they emphasize that, through Haewon-sangsaeng, the Eastern and Western God-human relationships can be fused.

Eastern divine beings (i#BH) Western angels (X{#) and God

+ Diverse divine existences understood through the principle of Yin-Yang andsthe Five Phases Divine beings reduced in status to the concept of angels
+ The distinction and coexistence of ancestral gods and nature gods A separated ontological hierarchy of humans and angels

+ Emphasis on impersonal, principle-based notions such as Mugeuk and faegeuk Personification of the Absolute (Jesus' expression "Father")
+ An interactive relationship between humans and divine beings Familiarity with the underworld deity (a feature of Western tradition)

« "Once an ancestor is four generations (1%) past, it becomes both a spirit and a good deity" The weakened status of ancestral spirits and the
possibility of their return — the connection between ancestors and divine beings

Integrative Perspective

The possibility of integrating Eastern and Western God-human relationships through Daesoon Thought's Haewon-sangsaeng
The process by which the Western concept of angels returns to the status of Eastern divine beings
East-West fusion through the personal expression of principle-based notions such as Mugeuk-sin (ZE45x7i)

The human-divine relationship is restored in the West as well, creating a new harmony

By expanding Donghak's concept of gihwa and integrating the Eastern and Western views of the divine through the jori (§¥£) between the realm of divine beings and the human realm, Daesoon Thought proposes a new configuration of the

relationship betweenthwr]nansa 1d transcendent elngs |n derns Ci
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Conclusion and Significance

The comparison of Donghak Thought and Daesoon Thought is an important key to understanding the current of Korea's indigenous
thought and the process of forming its Indigenous Modernity. The key conclusions and significance revealed through the comparison
of the two concepts of gihwa and jori are as follows.

Research Conclusions Academic Significance

L

Conceptual difference: Donghak’s 'gihwa' emphasizes dynamic life-foycéndipeneas DAedeonity'jdiilrainphasides prdersaraf éontriolg Korea's
distinctive modernity, different from Western modernization

Reinterpreting the concept of yi (¥£): Daesoon Thought revitalizes yi (¥} digibesahneyityo fbafimfsthemd kinttsit poshBenghapttbbdplibe
beings played in maintaining national identity

Divine beings and gihwa: Daesoon Thought expands Donghak's conceptrtroeyrgibanvaliing gives it coderedelitarm ad heatirronyewithy théatalm

of divine beings . Fusion of Eastern and Western thought: expands the possibility of an

Haewon (%) and Sangsaeng (tH4E): presents a way to realize principliedegsatiedian ddrstavdingcfntiretiphecitiasiashl sk ¢ BB 15 ) ani'd the
personal God

Contemporary Meaning

Academic Dimension Practical Dimension

The comparison of Donghak and Daesoon Thought offers a new perspéetivienfsotkhe seaetyte plicineamivios ddetuthk mistoryta mdistinesdehe

possibility of reinterpreting and applying East Asian traditional thoug@ﬁi%%méjrﬁﬁgcc’fgrer\{egga@id the rapid change and dynamism (gihwa) of modern
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