V. Comparison of the Indigenous Modernity of Donghak and Daesoon > 5. Comparison of the Indigenous Modernity of the Heaven-Human and Earth-Human Relationships in
Donghak and Daesoon Thought

m (a) The Heaven-Human Relationship of
the Way of Humanity (A i&) and the
Way of the Divine (ii#iE)

Heaven-Human Relationship of Indo and Sindo
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The Mandate of Heaven and Divine Teaching in Daesoon
Fhotght

e In Daesoon Thought, the Way of Humanity (A &) and the Way of the Divine (i#3&) are distinguished through
the "Mandate of Heaven" (X p) and "divine teaching" (i#%X)

e The Supreme Lord (Sangje) sent down the Mandate of Heaven and divine teaching to establish the Great Dao, then
withdrew them in the year Gapja

e The significance of the Advent in Human Form (A B [&1), by which he resolved to descend into the world himself in the year
Sinmi

Cf. the Jeon-gyeong (E2#&), "Yesi (Foreshadowing)" 1
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The Core Difference between the Way of the Divine and the
Way of Humanity

e The Way of Humanity (A3B) is a human-centered, artificial way, while the Way of the Divine (7i#38) is a way of
natural law effected by divine beings (T8 HAA)

e Because divine beings are constituent elements of Heaven and Earth, the Way of the Divine entails structural change

e The Way of the Divine, running parallel to the Reordering Works of Heaven and Earth (KA 5),
appears in the form of a re-establishment of the Heaven-Human relationship

"If matters great and small are governed by the Way of the Divine (ii#3&), a mysterious and unfathomable merit is
accomplished... and as fortune comes round, a new foundation will open."

Cf. the Jeon-gyeong (E2#X), "Yesi (Foreshadowing)" 73
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Comparison with Donghak Thought

Donghak Thought Daesoon Thought

e Emphasizes the emergence of Cheon-oe-cheon (K 7Nk pratidaesd ek snomalbaye nshthe seepe pérthe
Way of Humanity (AE) Ninth Heaven and gives weight to the Way of the Divine (i#:&)

e Its account of the existence and role of divine beiftge{HaE)9siFREfe féazren-Human relationship through
communication with the divine beings of Heaven and Earth (X3t i#HR) >

e Chooses the path of the Way of Humanity (A3&), communicrsing.with £henn:ertean kahahayanbYne
doing one's utmost as a human being divine is yin" (AR Fa 1 R 12)

e Going beyond the limits of Donghak Thought,
e Evaluated as a more genuinely originative modern in@”%ggilzmgﬁ@peﬁgpaﬁ&pm ﬁ?é’WéVCBT

the Divine (T#1&) and the Way of Humanity (AI&)
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Re-establishment of the Heaven-Human Relationship

- SaaskoatrUttusghll: cheni@d tihesubb eaveniivivat oelanidtls tind inugle theimysnidnytod dms titute
HE&soE e Rg W aFks of Heaven and Earth (K12 5F) and the Way of the Divine

- 9dekinghevsachtiomyV e ¢fiinana itjyvd rdidlvimebediags examieigabmodeitbfdiéea/beinduman
union (KR A& —)

e Distinction from Confucianism

- Confucianism: "reverence yet keeping at a distance" (8} 5&Z) — acknowledging divine beings (&) but not drawing near them (3&€22)

- Daesoon Thought: seeks change through active communication and harmony with divine beings

"In all matters great and small alike, grievances must be resolved by way of the Way of the Divine. If one first makes the
degree-ordinances (B £{) firm and harmonizes them, that becomes the foundation, and human affairs will come to pass of
themselves."

Cf. the Jeon-gyeong (B2#K), "Gongsa (Reordering Works)" 1-3
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The Harmony of Yin and Yang and the Role of Divine Beings

o Establishes dheiseletianstiiewhenebyishe huhAnfs iEneHl ) o (theedivior ig yedfg) (FL£K), "lesaeng (Aiding
Life)" 43)

o QaRVABER BR¢hkAdwWEBINEED AsESyil,and yang can one truly be called human

e Only by communing (2%8) with divine beings can the path of change be opened

"Only after yin and yang unite with each other is there a path of change" (FRZ & AR B 2iE )
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The Reordering Works of the Three Realms (=512 %) and
Haewon-Sangsaeng

¢ The Supreme Lord's Reordering Works of the Three Realms: from Sanggeuk to Sangsaeng,
harmonizing divine beings to resolve the grievances of all ages

"I shall set in order the degree-ordinances (EZ 2)) of Heaven and Earth, harmonize the divine beings, resolve the grievances of all ages, and
by the way of Sangsaeng (fH4E) establish the paradise of the Later Heaven, so as to save the lives of the people of the world."
e Emphasizes the resolution of grievances through the Way of the Divine — "In all matters great and small alike,
grievances must be resolved by way of the Way of the Divine"
¢ The limits of Donghak Thought and Western modernity: failing to understand the dimensions of divine beings and
grievance, they ultimately cannot succeed
e The possibility of social transformation through the re-establishment of the Heaven-Human and Divine-Human relationships

Cf. the Jeon-gyeong (E2#&), "Gongsa (Reordering Works)" 1-3

V. Comparison of the Indigenous Modernity of Donghak and Daesoon 536 / 549



Conclusion and Contemporary Significance

The Significance of Re-establishing the Heaveme HimnzraRe tibonsioipof Traditional Thought

* Daesoon Thought re-establishes the Heaven-Humarteedattio neh Ry eRiegughle rebvikng g teafBivinkditisE ),
which, beyond the human-centered Way of Humani%?/g(%oinﬁsrzgt'ﬁi;%asiz?s ha[]monx with divine beings

 'Overcomé imits of Donghak Thought and emphasizesa

e Presents the possibility of social transformation tﬂ‘ﬂﬂ'ﬁgggﬁg')é%ﬁ%‘?ﬂBFﬁf%ﬁqcﬁéﬂﬁgléﬁh‘E%\@%\h‘gst%ng

Divine
e The possibility, in modern society, of seeking a

e A fundamental reinterpretation of human existerrar thooigls cehatiansichti@movighhtira alivinenadings
of Heaven and Earth (KB i#AA) and divine beings

—_
"Only after yin and yang unite with each other is there a path of change" — the path of Heaven-Human union (X A& —) through the harmony of humanity and divine beings
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