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The Cyclic Economic View of Daesoon Thought

Daesoon Thought pursues the harmonious development of economics and ethics through the interaction and circulation of all things
and the principle of Eumyang Hapdeok.

The cyclic economic view of Daesoon Thought is well illustrated in the relationship between economics and ethics, emphasizing
the mutually complementary circulation of individualism and collectivism, and of theory and practice.

As stated in 'Dosol heomu jeokmyeol ijo' (5KREE B BELER), only when one is able to encompass and circulate Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism—the origins of
libertarianism, social contractarianism, utilitarianism, and communitarianism—like spring, summer, autumn, and winter can the individual and society develop.
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Table 3.9 The cyclic structure of the complementary-opposition
tibertarian view of wealth

Economics and economic ethics stand in a mutually complementary (Daedae)
relationship, forming a cyclic structure.
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When the individgal and society form afrelationshigu@itdfumyang [Hapdeok, thelmarket equilibrium |that is
the ideal of libertarianism can be attained.
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The problems and limitations of existing
[ibertarianism

Libertarianism originally began with the aim of reforming the basic structure of
institutions, yet it exhibits the following fundamental limitations:

a The turn toward gambling/casino capitalism in the economy caused
by excessive deference to liberty

a The limits of realizing a liberty that changes the
basic structure of institutions

e Seeking only liberty within the system, given the limits of the market—
equilibrium theory of theoretical economics

"When the crux of libertarianism comes down to the question of how far one can expand one's own liberty, the problem is the turn toward
gambling/casino capitalism in the economy caused by excessive deference to liberty."
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A solution through Eumyang Hapdeok

Libertarianism grounded in the complementary opposition (Daedae) of Eumyang Hapdeok overcomes the limits of gambling
capitalism caused by excessive deference to liberty:

@ Harmony of individual liberty and social responsibility—liberty and responsibility are balanced through the
Hapdeok (united virtue) of yin (individual) and yang (society)

@ Continuous circulation of sound liberty—pursuing the essential expansion of liberty within a system in
which all things circulate

@ Multidirectional expansion of liberty—soundly expanding the domain of liberty through social
contractarianism, utilitarianism, and communitarianism

"In the cyclic economic view of Daesoon, as an alternative to the libertarian view of wealth, a complementary-opposition libertarian view of wealth grounded in Eumyang Hapdeok is
proposed, preserving libertarianism's original aim of institutional reform while realizing a sound expansion of liberty."

omplementary—opposition libertarianism develops, through the principle of Eumyang Hapdeok, into a relationship in which
individual liberty and social publicness cyclically reinforce each other.
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Case analysis from the
Jeongyeong (TE258))

Practical cases of the recovery of liberty through
Eumyang Hapdeok

Economic The necessity of liberty Recovery of liberty through [Jeongyeong passages related to the recovery of
Ethics Eumyang Hapdeok liberty
Libertarianism Gambling capitalism Replacing contingency with law [ Fven gambing atyut succeeds wif Singlemmindedness (Gwonji ch.1,
SOC|a| Eth|Ca| nIhI|I8m Conflrm |ng that Eumyaﬂg Faring well after death and becoming a magistrate of the Joseon netherworld (Gyobeop ch.1, v.2)
Contractarianis Hapdeok holds even after death
m
Utilitarianism Loss of confidence due to Success through single— Doy ot eetioror i ol e [ wll woir wor (Cebeop eh.2, v.9)
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Overcoming g Q Overcoming Restoration of
gambling capitalism 1 Ove:'rcom.|n.9. e 'cr:,t;:f:?:s,n — communy
By awakening one to the fact Eg‘s'gmnré'm&mthod of Emphasizing that even in a Even powerless individuals, if
that even gambling contains Eumyang Hapdeok, in which winner—take—all society, they unite by the principle of
the principle of Eumyang liberty expands even after single—-mindedness makes Eumyang Hapdeok, can
attachment to gambling and have fulfilled their duty to the possible, thereby elevating the contracts and recover their

C%%% gk@mﬁeimn@@q}q@@&ﬂyoughtwg@w hat g\@?rﬁg@@ﬁr@y@a of economic r\pvmi\f@ti%é)@g the recovery of liberty are liberty

achieved through the complementary—opposition (Daedae) relationship of Eumyang Hapdeok.
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Conclusion and significance

The complementary—opposition libertarian view of wealth presents a cyclic relationship between economics and ethics on the basis
of the Eumyang Hapdeok principle of Daesoon Thought.

The harmony of individual and society through Eumyang Hapdeok is the core of the cyclic economic view and serves as an
alternative that overcomes the limitations of existing libertarianism.

_Principal significance ,

Proposing a means for the sound expansion of liberty; a
theoretical basis for overcoming gambling capitalism;
presenting the possibility of the cyclic practice of economic

@ ethics; a fusion approach uniting traditional thought and
modern economic theory

By p@senting a new economic paradigm in which individual liberty and social responsibility achieve Eumyang Hapdeok, the complementary—opposition libertarian view of
ealth can serve as an alternative solution to the economic problems of contemporary society.
[ ]
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